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Developer, Business, and Labor Support for Burying 
Power Lines on Providence-East Providence Waterfront 

 
DEVELOPERS and BUSINESSES 
Burying the wires will not only enhance our future project, but will be a major asset for the Providence 

waterfront and the redevelopment of the new I-195 parcels. 

     Churchill and Banks Exec Vice President Richard Baccari II  

 

Burying the power lines would open up many more opportunities for us. We considered having a helicopter 

company do tours of Providence from India Point Park, but the power lines make that a no fly zone. Continuing 

to improve the Park will pay dividends for tourism and attracting new businesses. 

     Rhode Island Seafood Festival Co-Founder TJ McNulty 

 

I hear first-hand from our residents and their families about their aversion to the towers and lines.  They are a 

blight on the developing East Bay landscape. There is a great need for new business development and job 

creation: moving these power lines will provide both to the Providence and East Providence waterfronts. 

     Tockwotton on the Waterfront Exec. Director Kevin McKay 

 

We made a multi-million dollar investment in creating a thriving international education organization at the old 

Tockwotton Home. When potential students and their parents visit, the power lines often elicit negative 

comments. Burying them will help us attract more customers and enhance Providence as a desirable place to 

live and study.                Roosevelt International Academy Managing Partner Ben Ben Tre 

 

Burying the wires will create a more attractive waterfront destination for tourists, more business for local 

merchants, more sales tax revenue, and potentially more jobs, on top of the jobs created to bury the lines. 

                 Wickenden Area Merchants Assn.  President Vincent Scorziello 

     WAMA represents 34 Wickenden area businesses 

 

LABOR  
The high-voltage lines on the Providence and East Providence waterfront are a conspicuous impediment to 

capitalizing on the area’s enormous economic development potential. Burying them will create both short and 

long term economic development by making waterfront parcels in the I-195 lands more attractive, and therefore 

more likely to be developed in an expedient manner. 

     RI  Building Trades Council President Michael Sabitoni 

 

DEVELOPMENT-ORIENTED  GOVERNMENT AGENCIES 
The Commission supports the burial of the overhead power lines. 

     I-195 Redevelopment District Commission unanimous resolution  

 

The power lines are an eyesore next to the new Tockwotton on the Waterfront, a $52 million facility. Burying 

them will create a more attractive waterfront for future high-quality private development, as well as for current 

residents.    East Providence Waterfront District Commission  

     Vice Chairman William Fazioli 
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